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2017 NYSAC Legislative Conference     
Standing Committee on Taxation and Finance 
Resolution #1 
 

Resolution Calling on State Legislative Leaders to Reform the Home Rule 
Revenue Process by Enacting a 4-Year Authorization Period for All Local 

Sales Tax Extenders in 2017 with a Goal of Making This Local Renewal 
Authority Permanent  

 
WHEREAS, counties continue to face significant challenges in balancing their budgets 
while also meeting the goals of the property tax cap; and  

 
WHEREAS, counties must administer and pay for more than 40 state programs that 
can consume up to 85 percent of a county’s entire budget; and 

 
WHEREAS, counties’ ability to raise revenues from the property tax are limited by the 
state imposed property tax cap, which resulted in an inflation growth factor of only .73 
percent in 2016 and .68 percent in 2017 (three times smaller than the State’s self-
imposed two percent spending cap); and 

 
WHEREAS, locally raised revenues are necessary to implement and deliver State 
mandated programs as well as local public health and safety, economic development, 
and “quality of life” services demanded and expected in our communities; and   

 
WHEREAS, counties often share the local sales tax with other local governments, 
where more than one out of every four local sales tax dollars collected are passed 
through to cities, towns, and villages to help pay for services delivered by these 
municipalities, or to directly lower the amount of property taxes levied in these 
jurisdictions; and  

 
WHEREAS, the pass through of local sales tax revenue from counties to cities, towns, 
villages and school districts will approach $1.8 billion in 2016; and 
 
WHEREAS, state required renewals every two years creates a significant amount of 
work to manage the process for both the state and county elected officials and staff to 
satisfy drafting the necessary legislation, providing notices and conducting public 
meetings, and the need to set aside legislative time to act on bills locally and at the state 
level; and   
 
WHEREAS, New York City has been granted permanent authority to control their 
local sales tax rate without state legislative review; and  
 
WHEREAS, enacting a 4-year authorization period still allows for appropriate state 
legislative review; and  
 
WHEREAS, the longer authorization period proposed would cut in half the 
administrative expense and duplication of effort to process the necessary paperwork, 
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forms, legislative hearings, filings and notices, resulting in improved government 
operations and fiscal savings at both the state and local levels.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) calls upon the Governor and State Legislature to reform the home 
rule process so it works as efficiently as possible for local taxpayers, eliminates 
unnecessary and duplicative legislative activity at the state and local level, provides 
more stability to county finances, while retaining recurring local legislative review; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the State should, upon the next renewal of local sales 
tax rates, provide a four year (rather than a two year) authorization for all counties; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the State should work to make this a permanent local 
authorization that requires periodic local renewals to ensure appropriate review by 
elected officials; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions;  
and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the New York State Association of Counties shall 
forward copies of this resolution to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State 
Legislature and all others deemed necessary and proper.  
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2017 NYSAC Legislative Conference     
Standing Committee on Taxation and Finance  
Resolution #2 
 
Resolution Urging the State to Enact Legislation to Ensure a Fair and Level 

Playing Field for All Retailers by Addressing Loopholes in Internet Sales 
Tax Collection Practices  

 
WHEREAS, the State has identified significant loopholes in certain internet-based 
sales tax collection practices and the State estimates that as much as $200 million 
annually in state and local sales taxes are not being collected; and 
 
WHEREAS, the ongoing expansion and maturity of internet-based retailing, or e-
commerce, continues to dramatically outpace the annual growth in physical storefront 
retail sales with e-commerce growing at a 15 percent annual rate compared to “Main 
Street” local storefronts retail growing at about 2 percent per year; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Governor has proposed legislation to correct this inequity by requiring 
marketplace providers that facilitate online transactions to collect the sales tax that is 
due on these transactions on behalf of vendors using these online portals, while not 
changing current rules regarding sales tax nexus; and 
 
WHEREAS, enacting such legislation will streamline sales tax collection practices and 
reduce burdens on small vendors and improve compliance; and 
 
WHEREAS, providing for an easy to use platform for large highly experienced internet 
transaction facilitators to collect sales tax on behalf of their participating vendors will 
provide a fairer and more balanced marketplace for local “bricks and mortar” New York 
based retailers, as well as New York based online vendors; and 
 
WHEREAS, these improvements recognize the changing retail marketplace and will 
provide more stability in sales tax collections for the state and local governments while 
enhancing fairness in the overall retail market that supports locally owned and operated 
New York businesses. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) calls on the State to enact legislation that treats all marketplace 
providers as persons required to collect sales taxes, therefore reducing the need for 
many vendors to collect this tax on their own and creating a more level playing field for 
retailers; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the  counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature and all others deemed 
necessary and proper.  
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2017 NYSAC Legislative Conference   
Standing Committee on Taxation and Finance 
Resolution #3 
 
Resolution Calling on New York’s Congressional Delegation to Support the 

Enactment of Federal Legislation to Simplify and Ease Sales Tax Collections 
on Internet-Based Purchases and to Support a Level Playing Field for “Main 

Street” Retailers   
 

WHEREAS, the ongoing expansion and maturity of internet-based retailing, or e-
commerce, continues to dramatically outpace the annual growth in physical storefront 
retail sales with e-commerce growing at a 15 percent annual rate compared to “Main 
Street” local storefronts retail growing at about 2 percent per year; and   
 
WHEREAS, e-commerce has grown from about 1.5 percent of total U.S. retail sales to 
nearly 9 percent of total U.S. retail sales in the last 12 years; and  
 
WHEREAS, total e-commerce sales are expected to reach nearly $400 billion in 2016 
according to the Census Bureau; and 
 
WHEREAS, a large number of internet-based retailers do not collect sales taxes on the 
sale of their goods or services; and  
 
WHEREAS, the growing migration of retail sales to the internet and mobile electronics 
is creating an unfair competitive advantage over many local brick and mortar retailers 
that provide many jobs in communities throughout New York; and 
 
WHEREAS, a 2015 national poll found that 70 percent of respondents support federal 
legislation that requires online vendors to collect and remit sales taxes for online 
purchases rather than having individuals track and remit their own sales tax liabilities 
for online purchases; and  
 
WHEREAS, the same poll also found that a majority of respondents believe it is unfair 
that online vendors receive a tax advantage over local businesses in their communities; 
and    
 
WHEREAS, the State Streamlined Sales Tax Governing Board estimates that more 
than $20 billion annually in sales taxes are not being collected under the current 
system, severely impeding state and local government’s revenue collections necessary to 
provide and fund critical public services; and 
 
WHEREAS, counties in New York rely heavily on local sales tax collections to pay for 
government services such as public health and safety, social services, economic 
development and quality of life services strongly supported in their communities; and 
 
WHEREAS, Congress and the President have indicated their desire to improve the 
federal tax code by making it simpler and more fair, while removing obstacles that 



90 
 

hinder economic growth and the efficient use of capital, along with modernizing the 
code to reflect the needs of our nation and economy in the decades to come.     
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) does hereby call on the New York Congressional Delegation to 
support federal legislation that requires online venders to collect and remit sales taxes 
owed on purchases made over the internet as part of their federal tax code 
modernization efforts; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that federal efforts to modernize the collection of 
sales tax across jurisdictions and modes of commerce include provisions that allow 
states flexibility in satisfying the streamlining and simplification of state and local sales 
tax models necessary to ease the burden for retailers to collect sales and use taxes on 
products and services sold over the Internet; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature, New York Congressional 
Delegation and all others deemed necessary and proper.  
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2017 NYSAC Legislative Conference   
Standing Committee on Taxation and Finance 
Resolution #4 
 
Resolution Calling on New York’s Congressional Delegation to Preserve the 

Federal Tax Exemption for Municipal Bonds 
 
WHEREAS, current federal law provides a tax exemption for municipal bonds; and 
 
WHEREAS, tax-exempt municipal bonds are the most important tool in the United 
States for financing investment in schools, roads, water and sewer systems, airports, 
bridges and other vital infrastructure; and  
 
WHEREAS, over the last decade more than 3500 projects have been financed using 
tax-exempt municipal bonds in New York accounting for nearly $150 billion in 
investment in our future; and   
 
WHEREAS, the availability of these municipal bonds not only supports local needs 
and jobs, it strengthens the regional and national network of essential public 
infrastructure that makes the U.S. economy productive, dynamic and better fit to 
compete globally in the next century; and 
 
WHEREAS, congressional discussions to repeal or cap the municipal bond exemption 
as part of a comprehensive tax overhaul may ultimately be counterproductive by making 
future infrastructure projects more expensive and ending the creation, or maintenance, 
of millions of jobs nationwide; and 
 
WHEREAS, if this exemption had not been in place during the 2003–2012 period, it is 
estimated the $1.65 trillion of state and local infrastructure investment would have cost 
these local governments an additional $495 billion of interest expense; and  
 
WHEREAS, the American Society of Civil Engineers estimates that New York alone 
will require nearly $200 billion in infrastructure investment over the next decade to 
repair, replace and update these critical systems; and  
 
WHEREAS, the United States severely lags much of the rest of the developed world in 
regards to efficient and modern transportation, water and utility infrastructure; and  
 
WHEREAS, in 2013, the American Society of Civil Engineers rates the United States’ 
current commitment to our infrastructure at a D+ and this continues a nearly 25 year 
decline in this metric.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) calls upon the Governor and State Legislature to strongly encourage 
the New York Congressional Delegation to preserve this critically important tax 
exemption; and  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature, the New York State 
Congressional Delegation and all others deemed necessary and proper.  


